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	LETTER FROM  THE FOUNDER
	Don Keenan strongly believes that our duty does not end when we secure justice for the child and family. Equally important is learning from the prevention lessons of the case and formulating a public awareness campaign to help prevent future injuries and deaths and when necessary, push for legislation and regulations.
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	DAVID HOEY

	HONORING KTI’s  PAST DEAN
	David and Don (2011) KTI in Development
	Thank You & We Wish You the Best!
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	AMY GIBSON

	PRODUCTS COORDINATOR
	— Amy Gibson
	Keenan Trial Institute’s

	Mission Statement
	Celebrating 12 Years and Over 11 Billion in Settlements & Verdicts
	Amat victoria curam - Victory loves preparation


	WELCOME TO THE KEENAN EDGE ONLINE SEMINAR
	The required Introductory Online Seminar has been replaced with an all NEW version titled: Welcome to the Keenan Edge!
	This serves as a new portal to the Keenan Trial Institute courses and seminars that has all you need to begin the journey to maximize your case outcomes.
	This new online seminar is about 6 hours and qualifies for CLE credits from your State Bar. During the course of this online seminar, we will touch on all the topics you will experience in our courses and seminars.
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	ON DEMAND SEMINARS
	SEMINARS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD at
	https://keenantrialinstitute.com/products/
	Visit our website today to order your download!
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	SHOP BOOKS AND DVD’S NOW
	Limited Hard Copies Available, Order on Our Website Today
	Books:

	Join the revolution that gives plaintiff attorneys the leading Edge©

	THE KEENAN CUTTTING EDGE PODCAST
	KEENAN TRIAL INSTITUTE YOUTUBE LIVESTREAM WEEKLY LIVE-STREAM EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 PM ET/2:00 PM CT/12:00 PM PT
	OUR YOUTUBE LIVESTREAM WILL ALSO INCLUDE LIVE CHAT, WHERE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO INTERACT WITH OUR SPEAKERS USING YOUTUBE CHAT.
	OUR WEEKLY PODCAST SERIES: “FRIDAYS WITH KEENAN'S CUTTING EDGE” WILL BE AVAILABLE WHERE MOST PODCASTS CAN BE FOUND AND WILL BE RELEASED EVERY MONDAY.
	This Podcast series is hosted by Jenna Labourr and includes discussions with Papa Don and other notable guest speakers with case winning topics.


	Please subscribe!

	KTI SEMINARS
	2026
	March
	MEDICAL MALPRACTICE Panama City Beach, FL
	6-8
	April 29 - May 02
	EMPLOYMENT Las Vegas, NV
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	MEDICAL MALPRACTICE  SEMINAR  HOSTED BY GREGG LUTHERR
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	EMPLOYMENT SEMINAR
	HOSTED BYADA SMOKE
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	COURSE CALENDAR

	2026
	RULES
	BEAST I
	WITNESS PREP
	EMPLOYMENT SEMINAR
	FOCUS GROUP
	ADVANCED FOCUS GROUPS
	MEDIATIONS
	BLACK LETTER LAW
	SEEING IS BELIEVING
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	COURSE CALENDAR

	2026
	RULES
	ADVANCED WITNESS PREP
	TRIAL MANAGEMENT
	VOIR DIRE
	DEPOSITIONS

	COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	THE JOURNEY
	Welcome to Keenan Trial Institute! We are excited for you to begin this journey with us to increase your skills as a trial attorney and get the wins you and your clients deserve.

	#1: Rules & Case Selection
	Rules & Case Selection is the sole entrance to the Keenan Trial Institute. Completing Rules give students the right to attend other KTI courses. Imagine leaving the Rules class with the introduction to an opening statement focused on winning your case in the first four and a half minutes. Trial Lawyers first learn the dirty simple truth that case selection criteria is the most important focus of their case. Students work in small groups to develop Rules for their own case. Instructors introduce Don Keenan’s 7 Rules for Writing Safety Rules.
	The KTI’s system for improving trial lawyer’s skill forces students to get on their feet and present their Rules to their classmates. Using the “trifecta” tool, students and instructors collaborate to develop and refine their Rules. Armed with safety rules, students give the introduction of the opening to the class. Investing your time to critique fellow students makes you uber efficient in the right way and wrong way to develop safety rules. The simple truth is the Rules College is the important foundation to the system trial lawyers deserve to win and protect their community’s safety by holding wrongdoers accountable.

	#2: Opening & Order  of Proof
	In a safe, supportive, but challenging environment of a small group, you will learn how to present your opening, one section at a time.
	Then, guided by direct feedback, you will be able to continue the process of refining your opening statement, with the goal being to learn how to present an opening statement that leaves the defense nowhere to hide.
	You will learn that how you present your opening is as important as the words in the opening. Thus, you will get one-on-one faculty feedback, as well as group feedback, to develop effective, on -your- feet delivery.
	You will also work with your faculty member to develop your current case’s optimum order of proof. The ultimate goal of this course is for YOU to leave confident and prepared to develop a powerful and effective opening statement on your own!

	#3: Focus Groups
	In #3 Focus Group discover firsthand justice by the people. Learn how to present and Facilitate Focus Groups inexpensively and efficiently. You will join other trial lawyers in small groups, and you will conduct Focus Groups to live group participants.
	You will present your own case to the Group. You will identify biases and prejudices and see how they affect your case.
	Choose the Keenan trial institute way of researching your case from Bubba’s POV. You will find that Focus Groups are the best tool in your litigation skills toolbox to hold the defendant accountable and to find the core of your case.

	#4: Voir Dire
	The Keenan Trial Institute's course on Voir Dire will teach you the Keenan system of jury selection. The organized template can be used immediately to put your jury selection on steroids. Imagine having a focus-group tested, Keenan-created and approved jury selection system that includes each piece of the Edge symphony.
	We will review the student’s openings, jury instructions, and rules to prepare a jury selection that will lay out your case the right way, arm the jurors, kill the rats, so that your client can expect justice. You and your clients deserve this system, and once you take the class, you’ll have the right to use it.
	You will also be added to the exclusive jury selection list-serve available only to students who have completed this class. The ultimate goal of this course is for YOU to leave confident and prepared to develop a powerful and effective opening statement…. on your own!

	#5: Deposition
	In Keenan Trial Institute’s “Deposition” small-group course, our highly skilled Faculty will work one-on-one with you and your current case to maximize your depositions.
	We’ll coach you through creating your hit list, deciding on and carrying out your question format, and using the deposition process and results to assemble and fine tune your direct and cross outlines for trial.
	You’ll learn many key deposition techniques — and role play with actual deponents as you’re individually coached with such important matters as guiding your witness in the skills needed to field intimidating questions.

	#6: Witness Prep
	In this small-group “Witness Prep” course, you’ll learn Keenan’s art and science of effective witness prep.
	When it comes to testifying, there’s no such thing as a bad client. On the contrary, you’ll be coached through turning your client into your BEST witness.
	This is a game-changer and one of the most fundamentally important things you’ll ever learn as a trial lawyer.
	You’ll get one-on-one guidance in giving your witnesses the confidence and practice they need to face cross-examiners in both deposition and trial. You’ll learn to size up your witnesses, establish the right kind of rapport with them, appraise their testimony, anticipate and handle problems, and maximize strengths.
	You’ll get one-on-one coaching in practicing the steps of the Keenan Method of Witness Prep, either with actual clients or paid actors.

	#7: Mediation
	In Mediation, through a case that you bring, you will learn the psychology of settlements – what works and what doesn’t.
	By role playing the defense lawyer and mediator, this course will teach you to forcefully show the powerful issues in your case, present the visual case, and the principal of moving money.
	Additionally, you will come to understand the preconditions to mediation that lead to effective and successful presentation of your case.
	You will understand the dynamic of how to “move the money”.
	When you complete the course, you will understand the 3-legged stool: Control, Certainty and Closure.
	You will learn how the other side determines the case value and the mechanics of the Buffet Paradigm.

	#8: Trial
	The Keenan Trial Institute’s course on trial is where all the pieces of the Keenan Trial System come together. You will learn how all the key points from the other KTI Courses fit together that will take away the fear of going to trial.
	You will learn how each phase of the case work, affects the ultimate outcome at trial and how an ounce of prevention in the beginning saves a pound of cure at the end. Learning how the different pieces fit together will help you build the case the right way and focus on the relevant key points for your jury.
	In the KTI Trial Course we start at the beginning with the case selection criteria and move through each part of the case including rules, depositions, focus groups, witnesses, demonstrative evidence, and ending with the trial strategies and techniques.
	This will ensure your jury understands the importance of your case.
	This systematic approach will result in a trial-ready case well before any trial date, empower you with confidence as a trial lawyer, and show you how to be the victor at trial.


	#9: Damages
	DAMAGES IS ONE OF THE MOST CRITICAL courses taught at the Keenan Trial Institute.
	This small-group college will provide you with the tools to take your case from a set of facts and turn it into a powerful weapon ready to be presented to a jury for an explosive verdict.
	Everything taught at the Damages course will be tried and true methods of non-verbal persuasion, segments of closing for you to work on for your case, and how to tie it all together for different kinds of cases.
	Damages will explain why jurors give the way that they do and teach you how to motivate them to give what the full value of the case is!
	As with all KTI Courses, you’ll get hands on guidance developing and optimizing Damages tactics for your cases.

	ELECTIVE: Admitted Liability &  Car Crash Litigation
	The Admitted Liability and Car Crash Litigation course is one of our specialized elective courses.
	TOPICS INCLUDE: Low Speed Collision Cases, Intake & Pre-Existing Conditions.  The Plaintiffs Case Using The Edge on Witnesses, Overcoming Insurance Hardball Methods, and many more.
	As with all courses, you’ll get hands-on guidance developing and optimizing Damages tactics or your cases.

	GRADUATE  COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	Graduate courses allow you to expand upon concepts, theories, and applications in a way you haven’t imagined! These courses delve deeper into the methods taught in our Undergraduate courses.

	ADVANCED FOCUS GROUP
	The amount of material is challenging. But there is a right way and wrong way to do Focus Groups and the results are dependent on doing them the right way.
	The Edge FG System teaches you HOW TO do many more FG and HOW TO get the most from your FG. Topics expected to be covered: 10 Alternatives to the Passion Question, FG Medical Knowledge, Adversarial FG, FG Demonstrative Evidence, FG Memos, FG Tools & Techniques such as Quarantining Unruly Jurors, Avoiding Common FG Failures, FG Planning & Purpose, Three Repeats and Then What?
	Topics Covered: Proper use of Open-Ended vs Closed End Questions, Effective Use Flip Charts, Exploring Juror Attitudes, and much more!

	ADVANCED WITNESS PREP
	You’ve learned what to ask in the undergraduate Voir Dire class.
	Now learn the hows and whys behind the templates.
	Using the techniques learned in The Keenan Trial Institute’s Advanced Voir Dire class, you will KNOW who to strike from your panel and will be armed to make those strikes.


	ADVANCED  VOIR DIRE
	You‘ve earned what to ask in the undergraduate Voir Dire class. Now learn the hows and whys behind the templates. Using the techniques learned in the Keenan Trial Institute’s Advanced Voir Dire class, you will KNOW who to strike from your panel and will be armed to make those strikes.
	Cases ARE won and lost in voir dire. Learn how to start your trial out on the right foot.

	BLACK LETTER LAW
	This 3-day course teaches the Black Letter Law used for all Keenan Trial Methods:
	How to weaponize the Black Letter Law; How to Make proper arguments for all Keenan Trial Methods, and How to Write Trial Briefs to provide the judge with the relevant case law, motions in limine, and responses to motions in limine for all Keenan Trial Methods.
	Included in this course: Templates, actual examples, and role-playing - plus several trade secrets which cannot be listed publicly!

	CLOSING - LIABILITY
	In the Closing Liability course, your time will be spent learning how to win your case in your closing argument.
	Through Don Keenan’s Dirt Simple System, you will learn how to present your case in an organized, easy to understand, uber-efficient closing argument that will hit the defense like a ton of bricks.
	You'll learn that you no longer have to wait until the night before closing to begin working on your argument, because it will flow directly from Don Keenan’s System.
	We will review the student’s openings, order of proof, and jury instructions to prepare a closing that will lay out your case in the right way and arm the jurors with what they need to render the verdict your clients deserve, so they will finally get closure.
	The most important thing is you will leave with a closing argument that you can reproduce for ALL YOUR cases going forward.

	CLOSING - DAMAGES
	This intensive, three day program is the culmination of Papa Don’s life work on closings and damages: designed for trial lawyers who are serious about consistently generating meaningful, sustainable verdicts in an era of angry, distrustful jurors.
	You will master the final “jewel in the crown” of The Edge System: a tested, fully integrate structure for closing damages that harness systems, emotion, logic, triggers, codes, and subtlety.
	Every phase of your case - from voir dire through final argument- will build toward a single, compleling answer to the only questions jurors truly care about:  “why should we give this client money?”
	Here’s what separates this from everything else: you’ll learn that seeing is believing. Through step-by-step teaching live exercises, and video breakdowns of Papa Don in action, you’ll see precisely how to transform abstract “damages” into concrete, tangible evidence.
	You will also learn how to transform jurors’ initial feelings, fear, and powerlessness into a justice delivering sense of courage and purpose.
	This isn’t just a theory! It’s the system that works when it matters most-when you’re standing in front of a jury asking them to do something difficult and award your client the money they deserve!

	CROSS EXAM
	To be a great Trial Lawyer we must first become a great cross examiner.
	The Keenan Trial Institute 's Cross-Examination course teaches Trial Lawyers to experience in Real Time, Root-cause of their cross- examination System Failures.
	Through Don Keenan’s Expectation Focus Group, faculty instruction on Don Keenan’s 7 Rules for Cross Exam, and student role play, this course teaches the Right Way/Wrong Way, and will Focus every student on the most Relevant and Important aspect of Cross Examination – Bubba’s POV.
	The Keenan Trial Institute’s promise is that through this course, students will learn how to give Bubba what he wants and needs out of every cross examination, and will be able to do so in a natural seamless manner.
	Bottom line, this course will enable all of us to effectively cross examine every witness, leaving the witness NO WHERE TO HIDE.

	DIRECT EXAM
	Direct Exam is an oftentimes overlooked skill set as we prepare for trial given much of our preparation is focused on our opponents' witnesses.
	The importance of sequencing and direct exam word choice can seem like a simple and easy task given our witness preparation training and that we rarely question our own client when we produce them for deposition. But how often have we reached the point of direct exam trial preparation and struggle? Whether it be our own client, lay medical (B&A) witnesses or disinterested independent witnesses the direct exam is an integral part of any trial success.
	Using the Direct Exam of Client Go-By book as our starting point one will learn in the Direct Exam College through real life trial examples of Mr. Keenan's direct examination how to effectively conduct and present your evidence in a way that is genuine, authentic and will help connect all of your witnesses with the jury.
	Associate Dean Morrissey said he used the Whalstrom Direct from the Go-By book to craft the direct exam of a client in an Interpleader Trial. "She was by far the most real and believable witness that connected with the factfinder when she testified," he said. "And given the nature of an Interpleader our adverse parties were represented by some other top notch Plaintiff's attorneys."
	The Direct Exam college is a must-have skill set for any trial attorney.

	HIT LIST
	This course focuses on developing the depo HIT LIST and role playing to achieve the hits.
	Most importantly the course teaches how to turn the results of the HIT LIST into use in editing video clips for mediation and ultimately cross exam at trial.
	Role-play and practice is central to the course.
	You do not have to have Graduate status to attend this course. You must complete the Undergraduate Rules, Focus Group and Depositions courses before you can attend.


	SEEING IS BELIEVING
	For over 40 years Mr. Keenan has been an innovative leader in the Courtroom.
	One of the reason is because he understands Non-Verbal Persuasion (NVP) better than anyone else! IMAGINE looking behind the curtain to SEE what Mr. Keenan has created and used over the decades to WIN cases and WIN BIG for his clients who deserve justice! Advocates are at their best when their mouths are closed and the NVPs allow the jury to connect the dots for themselves. This is the Ultimate persuasive power. The Course will cover WHY NVP is so powerful.
	There is a review of the Edge Stools to remind students about the fundamentals of an Edge Case. Then, an incredible tour of 18 different types of NVP Tools that Mr. Keenan has given us all. Statistics, Safety Rules, Checklist, Concentric Circles, RW/WW - this College has it all and so much more.

	TRIAL MANAGEMENT
	You must have Graduate status to attend this course.
	Trial Management is a system. Trial Management requires organization, ability to manage risk and make sacrifices. Trial Management is time commitment with a focus of passions for the law and your client.
	This course follows a real case that David Hoey and Papa Don tried in Boston. You will learn the nuts and bolts of how and when to perform focus groups, what to have on your desk at trial, how to compose yourself during testimony, and how to try the case as a Team in an organized, efficient system!

	B.E.A.S.T. COLLEGE
	Congrats Graduates!
	The B.E.A.S.T. College launched in 2024.
	It is a 12-day journey where the students immersed themselves in 7 KTI compressed courses, gaining comprehensive knowledge in these courses without any content omitted.
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	Todd started Bailess Law, PLLC right out of law school and began litigating cases throughout West Virginia.
	At the outset of his legal career,Todd primarily practiced criminal law, providing him the opportunity to try cases to verdict and gain invaluable courtroom experience.
	Over the years, Todd gravitated towards helping individuals who were wronged in the workplace and those who were injured.
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	JAMES BARTH
	Mr. James Barth graduated magna cum laude from Valparaiso Law School in 2016. He is an attorney at the law offices of Pfeifer Morgan & Stesiak, focusing his practice in the area of personal injury and advocating for clients who have suffered an injury or loss.
	Having clerked for both Federal and State trial courts, Mr. Barth gained valuable knowledge and experience in a courtroom setting. He is a valued asset to the firm, using his experiences from time served in the Marine Corps helping junior Marines through the issues they faced to make the law relatable to his clients.
	Mr. Barth is a member of the Indiana Trial Lawyers Association, Indiana Bar Association, and serves as Treasurer for the Porter County Inns of Court. Outside the office, James enjoys hiking, mushroom hunting, and watching movies with his wife.
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	CHRIS BENOIT
	Hunt Bonneau is a trial attorney based out of the Dallas-Fort Worth, TX area. He is part of the Voir Dire team.
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	SHARI BOSCOLO
	CLINT BRASHER
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	DAVID BRESSMAN
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	JEDIDIAH BRESSMAN
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	MATT BRETZ
	KENT BUCKINGHAM
	Issue #12

	CHRIS CAZARES
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	RYAN CHARDER
	Tom Cummings
	Based out of Oklahoma City. He teaches as one of the instructors for Cross Exam.
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	ROB CURRAN
	BIJAN DARVISH
	Issue #12

	SHAKETTA DENSON
	Issue #12

	MICHAEL DENTON
	Issue #12

	JASON ERLICH
	JIM FITZSIMMONS
	Jim Fitzsimmons is a trial lawyer committed to enforcing the safety rules that deter or prevent bad conduct, protecting us all, making our community safer. Jim Fitzsimmons is regularly invited to teach on Trial, Personal Injury and Workers’ Compensation topics at legal seminars offering Continuing Education credit to lawyers and their legal assistants.
	Please visit the Presentations Taught by Attorney page of our website to review a listing of topics researched and taught at legal seminars. Jim Fitzsimmons learned his work ethic growing up on an Iowa family farm. Jim is active with his wife and sons, his church and community.
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	ROLF  GARDNER TOREN
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	MICHELLE GESSNER
	AMY GIBSON
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	ADDIE GIBSON
	ANDREW GOULD
	Issue #12

	GALEN HAIR
	DAVID HART
	David Hart is based out of Colleyville, TX. He instructs the Openings course.
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	JAMES HARRIS
	MARJORIE HAUF
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	RICHARD KENNEDY
	Issue #12

	MATTHEW LATHROP
	Issue #12

	MICHAEL LENNON
	PETER LEVINE
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	SHAUN LIESER
	Shaun Lieser knew from an early age that he wanted to practice law, but his motivation became personal after the sudden loss of his mother in 2007. It was shortly after this tragedy when he founded the Lieser Law Firm, LLC.
	He has since dedicated his practice to assisting individuals and families who have suffered a tremendous loss due to the wrongful conduct of others.
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	MICHAEL LONATI JR.
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	101

	FARRAH MARTINEZ
	GLENN MCGOVERN
	Glenn McGovern has built a civil law practice over the past three decades, focusing on personal injury, civil rights, toxic torts, and employment law, and product liability litigation. He has won multi-million dollar settlements, judgments and is a member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum. His success has helped him achieve a reputation for success and ethical practice, reflected in his AV rating* under Martindale Hubbell’s peer review rating system.
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	STEPHANIE MENSING
	AMY MILLER
	Issue #12
	103
	Brad Morris

	MICHAILA OLIVEIRA
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	104

	MISTY PHIFFER
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	MATT POWELL
	TARUN RANA
	Tarun Rana grew up in the St. Louis area. He graduated from Saint Louis University with a major in history and a minor in psychology and English.
	Mr. Rana then attended law school at the University of Missouri – Columbia (Mizzou). After graduating, he worked for a small personal injury firm in Chicago, Illinois but decided to return to St. Louis. He has been practicing in the areas of personal injury, workers compensation and traffic law.
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	MICHAEL REITER
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	ROBERTO SALAZAR
	ELIZABETH SANFORD
	Elizabeth “BB” Sanford works with Brian Sanford (a father/daughter duo) at the Sanford Firm based in Dallas, Texas.
	They exclusively represent employees in discrimination, retaliation, and whistleblower cases. BB is a Master Graduate and teaches Deposition and Witness Prep colleges at KTI.
	She is also referring attorney.
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	TONY SEATON
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	TRAVIS SHETLER
	JENNIFER STARK
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	ASHLEY STRANDJORD
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	MATT SULLIVAN
	ETAN TEPPERMAN
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	STEPHANIE THOMPSON
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	113

	MAREN TOBLER
	JOE TUNSTALL
	Joe began his legal training in Washington, NC while attending Washington High School, where he was a member of the Pam Pack and awarded a Morehead scholarship. He is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and of Wake Forest University with a Juris Doctor degree.
	Joe Tunstall moved to Tarboro and joined Keel O’Malley, LLP in 2000. In 2006, Joe became a partner and the Firm was renamed Keel O’Malley Tunstall, PLLC. He practices in both our Raleigh and Tarboro offices.
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	MICKEY WASHINGTON
	Thaddeus Wendt
	Thanddeus Wendt is an attoney in Utah.  He instructs the Focus Group classes.
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	BRIDGIT WHITE
	Bridgit White has been with The Midani Law Firm since June 2013 and is the senior litigation associate. 100% of her practice is dedicated to obtaining justice for individuals injured by the negligence of others.
	She firmly believes that while “accidents” do happen, most injuries are the result of the conscious decision on the part of the negligent party not to follow basic safety rules. Under Ms. White’s supervision and care, each case receives the individual attention to detail necessary to maximize client recovery.
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